
 

  

 

May 2012 

3rd APRU Law Deans Meeting: 

Theme: “Doing Business in the Asia Pacific : Is Legal Education Prepared?” 

 

APRU Law Deans & faculty, 

 

The 3nd APRU Law Deans Meeting, featuring a one-day seminar focused on 

the theme “Doing Business in the Asia Pacific : Is Legal Education Prepared?” will 

be held at Universidad de Chile, Santiago, Chile, from November 7 to 10, 2012. We, 

hereby, sincerely invite you to participate.  

 

At present, the numerous business opportunities that are created every day 

amongst the Asia Pacific Rim economies require versatile lawyers in order to 

effectively advise transnational companies and private investors transnational 

companies and private investors that see the Asia Pacific economies as a fertile 

ground for their operations. For this reason we have the pleasure to invite you to 

the Law Deans Meeting, with the overarching theme: "Doing Business in the 

Asia Pacific: Is Legal Education  Prepared?", which aims is gather views on 

the following issues in the context of the Asia Pacific: (1) How do Law Schools 

prepare students in each country?, (2) What are the legal issues faced by 

companies doing business in Asia Pacific? and, (3) What aspects of legal education 

require improvements to meet market requirements?  We would like to invite 

APRU law deans to give a presentation on any of the three issues that the 3rd APRU 

Law Deans Meeting aims to address through a series of panel discussions. 

 

 



 

  

APRU Law Deans will also have an opportunity to meet their counterparts and 

colleagues from APRU member universities for possible partnerships and joint 

endeavours. 

 

If you can grace the meeting with your attendance, please let us know and submit 

your interest to participate and your topic of presentation, if any, via email to 

rpolanco@derecho.uchile.cl (cc: rmella@derecho.uchile.cl) before July 25, 2012. 

 

For detailed information of this conference, you may refer to the appendix. We 

would be very grateful if you can spare time to attend the meeting in person or 

send delegates to participate.  We welcome Deans and Associate Deans from 

APRU law schools to the meeting. Our contact information is as follows: 

 

Contact person: Mr. Rodrigo Polanco L. 

Tel: +56-02-62796117 

Fax: +56-09-99911356 

E-mail Address: rpolanco@derecho.uchile.cl 

 

We are looking forward to your reply! 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Roberto Nahum A.      Christopher Tremewan, PhD 

Dean & Professor      Secretary General 

Universidad de Chile School of Law   Association of Pacific Rim Universities 

Santiago        (APRU) 

Chile 
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Appendix 1: 

APRU Law Deans Meeting 2012 

Hosted by Universidad de Chile 

November 7-10, 2012 

 

Preliminary Program 

 

November 7, 2012 

Whole day 

 Arrival in Santiago, Crowne Plaza Hotel 

 Afternoon Campus and City Tour 

Evening 

 Welcome Dinner 

Venue: Restaurant Caruso. 

November 8, 2012 

Morning 

 Breakfast  

 Opening ceremony: Speeches by Dean of Universidad de Chile 

Law School and APRU Secretary General 

 APRU Law Dean Meeting Session (Part I) 

o Short introductions on law school initiatives and 

partnerships 

Venue: Universidad de Chile Law School Central Hall 

Midday 

 Lunch 

Venue: Universidad de Chile Law School Auditorium 

 

Afternoon  

 APRU Law Dean Meeting Session (Part II) 



 

  

o Scoping collaborations – What APRU law schools can do? 

(group discussions) ? 

o Outline of possible initiatives (e.g. 3-5 year plans, 

collaborative projects) 

o Synthesis & wrap-up 

  Venue: Universidad de Chile Law School Auditorium 

 

November 9, 2012 (with non-APRU law deans) 

Whole Day 

 International Conference 

 Venue: Gabriela Mistral (GAM) Cultural Center 

Morning 

 *Panel: (1) How do Law Schools prepare students in each 

country? 

Midday 

 Lunch with invitees at International Conference 

  Venue: TBD 

 

Afternoon 

 *Panel: (2) What are the legal issues faced by companies doing 

business in the Asia Pacific?  

 *Panel: (3) What aspects of legal education require 

improvements to meet market requirements? 

 Closing Ceremony   

  Venue: TBD 

*Panel sessions will be followed by Q&A. 

 

 

November 10, 2012 



 

  

Whole Day (Optional Tour) 

 Field Trip: Vineyards and Valparaiso-Viña del Mar City Tour 

 Visit to Pablo Neruda’s House 

 



 

  

Appendix 2: 

 

APRU Law Deans Meeting 2012 

Hosted by Universidad de Chile 

November 7-9, 2012 
 

International Conference Topics 

 

(1) How do Law Schools prepare students in each country? 

Globalization and the local nature of law require that law schools provide not only 

legal education within the context of their respective national regimes but also 

issues in global law.  Yet students cannot be taught “global law” without 

understanding their role and place in the world.  Curricular and extra-curricular 

aspects of law, as well as global exchange and mobility are all factors in 

determining how law schools prepare their students. Classroom or non-classroom 

based approaches in pedagogy and mechanisms are also instrumental in how law 

students are prepared for the profession. This is especially so when global 

influences are major factors in determining legal education and present a 

framework through which to examine global legal literacy.  

 

(2) What are the legal issues faced by companies doing business in the Asia- 

Pacific?  

Legal requirements for investment and business in Asia-Pacific economies are 

increasingly brought to the forefront as global corporations expand into the 

region. Issues involving private and corporate customary practices will be 

examined in this context.  Legal and extra-legal considerations such as conflict of 

laws, clash of legal cultures, common law v. continental law, language challenges, 

intellectual property, competition law, security, banking and trade regulations are 

key in the Asia-Pacific business environment. Are practitioners prepared and 

what business expertise is required for various jurisdictions?  



 

  

 

(3) What aspects of legal education require improvements to meet market 

requirements? 

Public expectations, ranking and reputation of law schools (reality or illusion) are 

key indicators of how legal education continues to adapt and remain relevant to 

global market requirements. These changes in legal practice will fundamentally 

impact the way theoretical legal education is formulated and taught.  Law schools, 

in order to stay relevant to industry needs, may need to take a hard look at how 

some of these growing law school and industry partnerships shape and influence 

curricular, theory and teaching, and their applicability. 


